
Tree Trail 2015 – learn to identify twenty trees on Winn’s Common
This walk is best done for the first time between May and October inclusive when trees are still in 
leaf to aid recognition; when you are sure of the trees’ identity, you can return at other times of the 
year to observe how they change through the seasons. Refer to the map to help you navigate.
Starting at the larger of the two red leaved trees near the exercise equipment outside the children’s 
play area, walk towards the lamp post standing adjacent to Winn Common Road. The smaller of the
two trees opposite, on the other side of the road behind the railing is a ROWAN (1). Expect to see 
creamy white flower clusters in May, and clusters of red berries in September. Turn right, towards 
the two trees with deeply ridged bark, one of which looks storm damaged. These are BLACK 
LOCUST (2). They will have scented, pea-like flowers hanging down in summer, followed by large
black pods. Walk between these trees towards the tree leaning over at a sharp angle, next to 
Lakedale Road. This is a WHITEBEAM (3), with its characteristic leaves with pale undersides. 
Continue along Lakedale Road to the tree with a large round crown. This is a COMMON LIME (4).
Look for the suckers which form boles on the trunks and the sticky honeydew from aphids on the 
leaves which turns black in summer.
Now cross the grass towards the children’s play area. To the right of the entrance into the children’s 
play area, surrounded by red shrubbery is an APPLE (5). Expect to see pale pink blossom in April, 
and small fruit in the autumn. Go down the path into the children’s play area. The tree at the bottom 
of the slope on the raised area to the right is HAWTHORN (6). It has pungent, creamy coloured 
flowers in May, and small, deep red fruit in autumn. Return up the slope and turn right along the 
perimeter of the play area. The large tree overhanging the fence is a LONDON PLANE (7)with 
persistent brown, ball-like seed heads and flaky bark. Shortly afterwards, the tall, plume like tree is 
a LOMBARDY POPLAR (8). Bear slightly left. The tree standing alone at the top of the slope is a 
HORNBEAM (9a).
Proceed down the path towards Lakedale Road. The first large tree you come to is a COMMON 
BEECH (9). In early spring its leaves are covered in silvery hairs. In the autumn it has spiny, four-
sided masts which contain two triangular nuts. The smaller shrub like tree to its right is an ELDER 
(10). Return to the path leading away from Lakedale Road, cross the open area, past some exercise 
equipment and up the slope to the left towards some thorny shrubs. These are GORSE (11). Their 
yellow flowers, which are in bloom for much of the year, have a coconut smell. In high summer, 
you can hear their seed pods cracking open in the heat. Continue along the raised pathway towards 
the clump of trees ahead on your left. The tallest of these is SILVER BIRCH (12), with white bark 
that eventually becomes darker and deeply textured as the tree ages.
Return along the raised pathway, but bear left as it dips down, and turn left again onto the 
tarmacked path. The tallest of the trees in the clump next to the lamp post is a SYCAMORE (13). It 
produces many seed heads in characteristic pairs which spin down and germinate readily. Continue 
up the opposite slope, past some more GORSE, and as the path bears left there is a bank of trees, 
including COMMON and SESSILE OAK (14). Look for oak galls on the bark, the typical wavy-
edged leaves, and in the autumn, acorns. Between two OAKS is a SWEET CHESTNUT (15). This 
has serrated leaves, and the fruit is contained in spiny green husks. Continue along the path until 
looking up, you can see, towering above the other trees, a SCOTS PINE (16).
Cross back towards the children’s play area, aiming roughly for the centre towards a dark, bushy, 
evergreen tree. This is a female HOLLY (17). Look for the typical spiny leaves, but be aware that 
on mature plants and higher up, holly can lack these prickly edged leaves. There are two male 
HOLLIES further away on either side in the hedge which need to be present for the female to bear 
berries. Walk left along the perimeter of the play area, towards Winn Common Road until you see a 
pair of light, airy trees, with upturned tips to their branches. Each of these is an ASH (18). They are 
recognisable in winter and early spring by their velvety black buds. Bear round the end of the play 
area towards the tree from which you started. This tree is a red variety of NORWAY MAPLE (19). 
If you pick a leaf, you will identify it by the white sap that oozes out of the leaf stalk. With the 
HORNBEAM which was not originally numbered, you have learned to identify twenty trees.
K.Godby 20.5.15




